Statistics About Intimate Partner Violence (“IPV”), Domestic Violence (“DV”),
and Orders of Protections (“OPs”)

National Statistics

1. According to the National Intimate Partner and Sexual Violence Survey, the annual number of acts of
Intimate Partner Violence (“IPV”) in the United States exceeds ten million." 3.2 million children are
estimated to witness such acts every year.? Data collected by the National Institute of Health indicate that
nearly 11 million people every year are victims of domestic violence.®

2. The National Crime Victimization Survey estimates that only 10% of all domestic violence incidents are
reported.* An extensive study in Great Britain showed that, on average, victims live with domestic abuse
for several years before seeking assistance.® That same study showed that, on average, victims
experience 50 incidents of abuse before contacting authorities.®

3. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (“CDC”) reports that in the U.S., 36.4% of women and
33.6% of men experience sexual or physical violence or stalking by an intimate partner in their lifetimes.”
These percentages are even higher for black and transgender individuals.? Lesbian women suffer at a
higher rate as well.® The rate of teen IPV is extremely high.™

4. According to the CDC, roughly 20% of homicide victims in the United States are killed by an intimate
partner. More than half of female homicide victims are killed by a current or former male intimate partner."

5. Separation creates huge challenges for IPV victims and many return to their relationships. One recent
survey found that it takes on average, seven attempts for a survivor to leave their abuser and stay
separated for good."?

6. Experts agree that abusers are most dangerous when they realize that they are losing control of their
intimate partners.” 75% of domestic-related homicides occur upon separation.™
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St. Louis and Missouri Statistics

7. Domestic violence (“DV”) is pervasive in the St. Louis community. In St. Louis County Circuit Court,
approximately 5800 petitioners file petitions for orders of protection each year.’® The problem is especially
significant in north St. Louis County.'® In St. Louis City Circuit Court, approximately 3000 petitioners file
petitions for orders of protection each year."”” Advocates in St. Louis County and St. Louis City answered
14,721 DV hotline calls in 2021."®

8. Such numbers are misleading, however, as they fail to capture the extent of the problem, as most acts of
IPV and DV go unreported.’ According to the National Crime Victimization Survey, estimates suggest that
only 10% of all domestic violence incidents are reported.?°

9. In St. Louis County, 80 to 90 percent of petitioners at order of protection hearings are unrepresented while
in St. Louis City, 92% of litigants are unrepresented at full hearings.?'

10. Resources in Missouri for IPV victims are extremely insufficient. The same is true for the St. Louis region.??

Co-Existing Conditions Statistics

11. Women who live in poverty have a significantly higher chance of being abused. Statistics from the
Department of Justice’s Bureau of Justice showed that women in the lowest income households
experience seven times the rate of abuse than those women from the highest income households.? As
battered women’s economic opportunities improve, they are better able to exit violent relationships.?*

Benefits of OPs Statistics

12. The legal system provides procedures that can drastically reduce IPV. Orders of protection (“OPs”) have
been found to be the most effective tool.> However, only 20% of U.S. women who have been physically
abused, raped or stalked by intimate partners obtain OPs.%®
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13. Approximately half of victims do not experience protective order violations.?” Of those who did experience
violations, significant reductions were noted in overall abuse, fear of future harm, distress due to the abuse,
and costs.?®

14. While the OP process is accessible to parties without legal representation, petitioners who have
representation are much more likely to have favorable outcomes at their OP hearings.?® One study found
that 83% of victims represented by attorneys successfully obtained protective orders, as compared to just
32% of victims without representation.®® Unlike most other services available to victims (such as shelters,
safe homes, batterer programs and counseling), the provision of legal services drastically reduces the
incidence of domestic violence.®
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